[Characterization of Streptococcus uberis with special consideration of supposed pathogenicity factors].
Streptococcus uberis, as one of the principal causes of bovine streptococcal mastitis, has been characterized serologically and biochemically. Serological grouping of S. uberis revealed polysaccharide antigens of groups E, G, P and U. The biochemical properties of S. uberis, determined with the Strep-Zym identification system, differed clearly from those of S. agalactiae and S. dysgalactiae. Some cultures of S. uberis produced the enzymes hyaluronidase and neuraminidase. In addition S. uberis partly demonstrated CAMP-like synergistic hemolytic activities on sheep blood agar, reacted specifically with the lectins from Helix pomatia and Dolichos biflorus and produced bacteriocin-like inhibitors. This reactions, possibly of importance as virulence factors, as well as "DNA-fingerprinting" of S. uberis, might serve as individual markers of the respective cultures in epidemiological studies.